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Vy a / Wy, LYNX: Lynx are solitary, silent hunters in Manitoba's spruce Qi 


forests. From their unique light-gathering eyes comes their 
name: “‘one who sees well in dim light’, and their advantage over 
the prey they stalk. Although most lynx prefer to hunt alone, 
several families have been known to fan out through the forest in 
search of rabbits, ground-nesting birds and small rodents. Winter , i 
coats of lynx are soft, thick and a bluish-grey, usually freckled : j 4 455 anes 
with faint brown. This coat warms them and buoys them up ; \ 
when swimming. Thick hair around the soles of their feet make 
hunting on soft snow or thin crust a cinch. 


POLAR BEAR: The great white polar bears hunt and raise their 
young along the broken line of arctic pack-ice and open water 
from Manitoba’s Hudson Bay coastline north. Like Eskimos, 
they stalk seals, but unlike men their only weapons are keen 
sight and sense of smell. Often called ‘‘water bear’, they can 
strike out into the open sea if distant icebergs hold promise of a = SS 
full stomach. 
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BEAVER: Gnawing saplings with their bottom teeth, beavers 
construct dams to control water levels around their dome-shaped 
lodges. Beavers have webbed hind feet with split toes that are 
often used to groom their short thick fur. Their broad, flat scaly 
tails are wagged for swimming and slapped on the surface of the 
water as a danger signal. When frightened, they may remain 
submerged for nearly 20 minutes. Beavers are often eaten by 
trappers who say that the meat has the texture of venison, the 
smell of roast duck and the flavour of a poplar tree. Their pelts 
are very valuable and are an important source of income for 
~many Manitoba trappers. 
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( (/ TIMBER WOLF: Timber wolves inhabit timbered regions of ( (( 
| Manitoba, from the Turtle Mountains north to the edge of the : 

Arctic tundra. As social animals they live in family packs usually 
made up of a mother, father, several puppies and a few aunts and 
uncles. Females are devoted mothers and males are relentless and 
powerful hunters. Both share the responsibility of training their 
offspring who learn by watching and imitating their parents. Few 
wolves are trapped in Manitoba. 
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ARCTIC FOX: Thick pure white coats and a bushy tail are 
perfect winter camouflage for Arctic foxes. Only dark eyes and 
black noses betray their presence. They hungrily accept both live 


SNOWSHOE HARE: When the snow descends, showshoe hares 
change their coats to match the season. Except for the dark eyes 
and dead foods cast up along the seashore but will often glide and black tipped ears, they are invisible on the snow. Their 
out onto sea ice to live off the remains of polar bear kills. Other correct name is “varying hare’, for, as the seasons turn again, 


Arctic foxes live mainly inland, following Arctic wolves and SN snowshoes replace their white coats with ones of summer brown. 
cleaning up their scraps, but their main source of food is Long coarse hair on the soles of their toes help carry them over 
— 


mouse-like lemmings. So dependent are they on these small even the slightest snows with incredible speed. Their tracks, like 

rodents that when their populations dwindle, Arctic foxes must miniature snowshoes, criss-cross the under-brush where they find 

migrate to where food is more plentiful. aspen bark, bunchberry and other woodland plants to provide 
food. 
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(\\ ; MARTEN: Martens prefer tree-top hunting through Manitoba's 
\ # northern forests where blown down trees and forest litter harbor 
yi 
-| 
WY 
) 


\) 
\ many species of small animals. Like other members of the weasel 
\ 


family, they are ruthless fighters and tireless hunters, travelling 


Ly 
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\ as much as 15 miles in a single night. In winter they are equipped 
\ 1 hala, for such long sojourns with long hair on their paw soles which 

leave few tracks for their enemies to follow. Few martens are left 
in Manitoba due to extensive logging and burning of their native 
northern habitats. However, transplants from highly populated 
areas in other provinces have helped increase our stocks. 


WOLVERINE: Wolverines look more like a cross between a bod 5 ae 
"WES skunk and a bear than largest member of the weasel family. 2 ‘a Ze Gg . WAV, ANN Hi ie Oe a Bin he aS NY), i, 
Ss =as CERN FE «,,_ Their low-slung powerful bodies are covered with coarse, dark ; ; oat” ih ® \ \ . SN ot an Al Py / i} 
1S At ah RSs GN § brown fur; a just complement to their bear-like claws, scrubby A out fe K 4 ARR Tay sin is Or. wih A Uy) i 
; ei "Og tail and hairy feet. When their neck hair bristles and their tail PP = : ‘ A } : ~ ESl(Siq ie & i 7, N y dy é 
Ne goes up in attack, coyotes and even black bears slink away and ZA = \ >< I Vi ' Ve Ne EN “ we 5 \ Ki 
relinquish their fresh kill to these most fearsome dinner guests. A “GN 1,4) N s RAN ‘ f 
But they are never more unwelcome than by our northern 
trappers who dread their uncanny ability to rob traplines of 
baits, trapped animals and even traps. Their fur is highly prized 
for parka trim as breath frost can easily be shaken free. Such is 
not the case with other furs. 


| their bottom teeth, beavers y ‘ Ba Sow) FA f =— a poe : j a 4 FISHER: Whether skittering through the trees to catch the 
yels around their dome-shaped Ka \\ CW z , OTTER: Otters look and act like small seals but actually they 4g y nimble marten or outrunning a snowshoe here, fishers are the 
pect with isplit) pos shat ate , wa YY j eu dite MINK: Favorite haunts of mink are creek banks and lake shores $ are a large weasel with a fondness for water. Their sleek bodies, combined power-speed kings of the weasel family. The Chippewa 


toe Then piege, laecay 6 =— | i 4\NNW of Manitoba waterways. Quietly they weave their way over and short powerful legs and webbed feet help insure a meal of Indians call them ‘"Thacho” or big marten because Row tae 


j slapped on the surface of the 
frightened, they may remain 
s. Beavers are often eaten by 
as the texture of venison, the 
ir of a poplar tree. Their pelts 
portant source of income for 


around driftwood, rocks and brushpiles in search of muskrat and 
fish. Trappers often outsmart mink at openings in frozen rivers 
where mink like to enter and leave the water at the same place. 
Mink are probably best known for their soft, valuable fur which 
may vary from a rusty brown to a dark chocolate color. Males 
grow to 30 inches in length and weigh two pounds, while most 
females are only half that size. 
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crayfish, snails and fish even if it means a quarter mile swim 
under water to get it. Their three part winter coat includes a 
layer of fat, dense underfur and an outer coat of long dark hairs. 
Most otters live in stream burrows where small families spend 
hours belly-flopping and sliding, conversing in low mumblings, or 
even combing each other's hair with the split toes of the 
forepaws. 
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similar bushy tails, broad ears and soft brownish fur. So valuable 
are the furs, especially of the female, that over-trapping has 
made fishers scarce in many regions of Canada. They prefer 
remote, dense woods, where rabbits, squirrels and other small 
animals are numerous and man is scarce. As hunters, fishers are 
one of few animals who can tangle with porcupines and get a 
meal without a mouthful of quills. 
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RED SQUIRREL: These little rusty-red tree squirrels are right 
at home in mixed conifer hardwood forests of Manitoba. In their 
Own nervous manner they’re content to spend long summer days 
chattering and gathering food. Seeds, flowers and tender buds 
left uneaten are for winter where, hopefully, bears and other 
pantry robbers will not find them. There are other enemies in 
and above the forest. Martens and fishers can catch the red 
squirrel easily. Swooping marsh and red-tailed hawks are always 
a danger. Steel traps also account for many of his fine silky pelts 
every fall. 


1 ANIL 


WY 


> b 


Pe hy 


Ve 
SS 
C4 
B } FE 
Z Zi) 1, VEE Z 
j WEG Yy 
Uy ' 
Hl \ 
hi Al S % 
| 4 i 


F fy 


~ 


/ f 
TLC a 


"| 
OU, (: 
Ia 


ti Wy 


— 


—— 


aca (MM 
ALOT 

/) x Ky i \y 
NOR 
17) NAY) 


RED FOX: In the mixed farmland-woodlots of central and 
southern Manitoba, red foxes have three problems: steel traps, 
angry farmers and family dogs. But red foxes have learned to 
survive and thrive on mice, rabbits and even turtles, fruit and 
Occasional chickens. Like coyotes and other wild dogs, they 
cache their food to return again, sometimes just to look over 
their spoils, sometimes for a meal. Manitoba has two other 
varieties of red fox: the cross fox and the silver fox, both 
northern cousins, but both with the same characteristic 
triangular ears, and long pointed snout. 
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COYOTES: Coyotes are the wolf's half-sized cousin, but when 
they meet the wolf doesn’t recognize the similarity and it 
becomes dog eat dog with the coyote on the losing end. Their 
main diet is small rodents and carrion, although they also 
perform the important duty of weeding out the sick and weak in 
white-tailed deer herds. Like other wild dogs, coyotes cache 
what they cannot eat and return when stomaches are empty. 
They also help check the increase of small rodent pests in 
Manitoba's agricultural areas. 
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WEASEL: Though weasels’ color changes with the seasons from 
yellow-brown in summer to white with black-tipped tail in 
winter, their fiery disposition and insatiable appetite remain the 
same. Weasels are the terror and the saviour of the farmyard as 
they help eliminate the farmer's rodent pests — but 
unfortunately are seemingly equally fond of his chickens. 
Always ravenous eaters, weasels will consume one-third their 
own weight in prey every 24 hours. The bulk of this endless 
supply is primarily mice, rats, squirrels and a few ground-nesting 
birds. 
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MUSKRAT: Muskrats, although smaller than beaver, have 
similar coats of soft, thick underfur covered with long lustrous 
guard hairs. Wide distribution, rapid reproduction and good pelt 
value give them the title of the most important of furbearers in 
Manitoba. Home to muskrats might be a marshy area where 
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cattails and marshy vegetation are abundant or it might be a river 
bank where they can burrow in to make rooms and tunnels. But 
here, too, bullrushes and other succulent stems must be on hand 
for food and bedding. Favorite animal foods include crayfish, 
clams and snails. REPRINT: SEPTEMBER 1975 
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